
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Thea Bowman Center 
 
  
Your Project Title: TBC Youth Lift Every Voice Project 3 

Your Project Summary: Youth K- 16 will have the opportunity to focus on learning an instrument-violin, 

drums and guitar. Project lll includes youth 16 or older with a desire and interest in learning to play an 

instrument. Youth will be recruited from the the Mt Pleasant MY COM Youth Partnership, public schools 

and charter schools. Youth (15-20) currently in the project will continue the vocal presentation and 

instruments. Youth will be encouraged to explore and use their musical potential to learn and in the grow. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Michelle Currica 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Ashe Helm-Hernández 

(Atlanta, GA) 

Ashley Hosseini 

(Bloomington, IN) 

Miah Michaelson 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Francisco Ollervides 

(Caledonia, OH) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: The applicant meets the funding criteria. The applicant’s proposal reflects a tangible way the 

community can be engaged with music. The proposal is clear and demonstrates meaningful community 

engagement. The applicant understands the community demographics and challenges the community has 

faced. The project is designed to support youth to learn the art of music and performance. The applicants 

partnership with a local school builds solid support for participation. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Artistic and Cultural Vibrancy - This application demonstrates strong evidence of artistic and 

cultural vibrancy. I would liked to have read a bit more about the musical genres the students would be 

experiencing - all classical or is their some jazz, etc. as well? Organizational Capacity - The application 

demonstrates evidence of organizational capacity. They clearly have experience in doing these types of 

projects. Public Benefit - The application demonstrates strong evidence of public benefit. The applicant has 

worked intentionally with partners and has engaged with the families and the support systems of the 

participants. I would liked to have seen evidence of a little more involvement from the participants in 

determining what music or specific pieces are performed or at what venues/events. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: It is the opinion of this reviewer that Thea Bowman Center successfully meets the funding criteria 

through their proposal TBC Youth Lift Every Voice Project 3. They especially show the public benefit of this 

project as it meaningfully engages the community. They demonstrate that they understand the needs of the 

community by making the event free, thus giving the opportunity for youth to learn and grow by giving back 

to the community with their talents. They work with indigent families, adults, children and elderly residents 

of Mt. Pleasant and respond to their community by driving their work around 38-week music programs, 

which the parents are very interested for their children’s development. They have built meaningful 

relationships with Nathan Hale School and other public and charter schools serving youth 6-16. They 

appear to have organizational capacity to plan and successfully manage this project. They have engaged 

staff (program coordinator and program assistant), teachers, local artists, and volunteers. They will measure 

progress as a function of number of youth referred by community partners, public & charter schools; number 

of youth recruited and stay with the project all 38 weeks; parental engagement /support to ensure youth 

participate in required prep time. Their budget is realistic and appropriate for the project. They intend to 

match the amount requested by their own fundraising efforts (In-kin donations-volunteer support, Gift Cards 

for snacks for kids and special donations from long- time partner churches. 

 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 



Thea Bowman Center - Continued  

 

3 
 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This project is interesting in part due to the many high-quality community partnerships the 

organization cultivates – it is clear TBC is a major community player in the realm of music programming for 

youth. TBC also demonstrates a detailed knowledge of their community served, and specifically of the 

students they will work with, through their responsiveness to their needs/wishes. They state that many 

parents and students have requested access to music classes, and so they have developed this 

programming. The programming is also all free and therefore accessibility is prioritized. All of the above 

demonstrates the public benefit of the project. Relevant and useful evaluation metrics in place and the 

organization appears to have the staff and volunteer power to effectively manage the project and evaluate 

its success. The organization has clear plan for the project, many community partners invested in its 

facilitation and success, and a reasonable financial plan. All of this demonstrates organizational capacity. 

Finally the arts/cultural vibrancy piece is present – students and family members will find inspiration in this 

programming, will have the chance to express themselves creatively and perhaps think differently as a 

result of exposure to new concepts. It appears qualified arts/cultural professionals will be engaged in 

administering the programming. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this proposal meets the funding criteria. Public Benefit: This is program is an impressive 

integration of multi-generational participation and cross-community institutional investment. As a non-

resident, the additional context regarding MYCOM and its mission, was helpful in understanding the full 

scope of TBC's outreach and therefore the public benefit of the program. Artistic & Cultural Vibrancy: The 

organization has engaged a qualified team to recruit students and run the program, its has also developed 

a support system to ensure both the success of both the student and the instructor furthering the artistic 

and cultural vibrancy of the program. Organizational Capacity: TBC recruits and retains an engaged and 

supportive community of partner institutions, instructors and volunteers. Youth participating in the project 

are supported by parents, schools and other adults in the Mt. Pleasant community. This high level of 

community involvement and instructor support is impressive and in many ways reflects the impact of the 

organization's public benefit and artistic vibrancy. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 4 

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

